
At Oegema, Nicholson & Associates
Insurance Brokers, a commitment to profes-
sional excellence and advocacy on behalf
of the industry comes second only to a
more personal emphasis on helping others.

Oegema, Nicholson is the rare inde-
pendent family business that has survived
into the third generation thanks to a com-
pany culture that espouses a friendly work
environment and long-term client rela-
tionships built one policy at a time.

“We built this business with a sincere
interest in all of our customers, regardless
of whether they are individuals or large
businesses,” says President Bart Oegema.
“In good times and bad, we want to
ensure their needs are met and we have
done all we can to support them, both
personally and professionally.”

Bart’s father, John, founded the compa-
ny in 1961 in the basement of his home.
Bart joined him in 1977, while brother
Peter came on board in 1982 and now
serves as Chief Administrator. Since then
Oegema, Nicholson has grown into one of
the region’s largest independent broker-
ages, with five locations serving Ottawa,
Russell, Manotick, Almonte and Orleans. 

The brokerage offers a full range of
services and products for individuals,
businesses and group insurance pro-
grams, as well as risk management and
financial services. Clients range from
farmers, to lawyers, non-profits and cor-
porations. The Oegema, Nicholson team

tailors its services to suit the preferences
of the individual client, with an emphasis
on face-to-face contact. Even today, rep-
resentatives often make house calls.

“We don’t wait for our clients to come
to us,” says Bart’s daughter, Jennifer. “We
go to them and strive to anticipate their
needs. That’s our standard approach to
how we do business.”

Jennifer joined the brokerage five years
ago and continues to grow her expertise
as an Account Manager on the family phi-
losophy that taking over the business is a
trust that must be earned, not given. This

focus on earning one’s stripes filters
through the entire organization, with a
commitment to encourage and support
ongoing professional development. 

“To provide superior service to our
clients, we need competent and educat-
ed professionals on our staff with exten-

sive industry knowledge,” says Jennifer.
“We are all committed to life-long learn-
ing.”

The Oegema, Nicholson team also feel
a strong obligation to give back, both to
the profession and to the local communi-
ty. The Oegema family has been active in
their local professional associations,
which promote professional standards
and educational excellence. A number of
staff freely give their time on community
outreach and education.

For Gary Thomas, who joined the bro-
kerage six months ago after working for
five years elsewhere in the industry, com-
ing to Oegema, Nicholson was a refresh-
ing change.

“I don’t think Bart, Peter and Jennifer
fully appreciate the reputation and the
level of goodwill they have built in the
Ottawa area with the outreach and advo-
cacy that they do,” says Thomas. “It meant
a lot to me before I joined the team to
hear from people who have dealt with
Oegema, Nicholson & Associates such
consistent and positive feedback about
the professional expertise and community
commitment that exists here.” 

To learn more about how the
Oegema, Nicholson & Associates team
can serve your insurance needs, call
(613) 224-1455, or visit www.ona.ca
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Oegema, Nicholson & Associates
Insurance Brokers: 

A reputation for outstanding service almost 50 years in the making


